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Dear RCS Families,           February, 2021 
 

Hello, and thank you for choosing Rainier Christian Schools! While it is difficult to 

believe, February 1 marks the halfway point on our 2020-21 school calendar. I am thankful for 

God’s provision and your full cooperation as we have successfully navigated in-person learning, 

five days a week since September 9. Our staff member’s unrivaled commitment to make 

learning possible deserves more than a round of applause. Therefore, it is not too early to begin 

thinking about Teacher Appreciation Week, scheduled for May 3-7. Well done, RCS staff! 

In the rhythm of February, we honor Black History Month, celebrate Valentine’s Day, 

and salute the President’s holiday. February also kickstarts our enrollment process for the 

following year. The process requires board approval for the new tuition rates. At the January 26 

executive session, the Board of Directors approved a 4.2% increase. On average, that translates 

into a K-12 family paying about $40 additional per month per child on a 12-month plan, and 

slightly more for the Pre-K program. There are several variables for deciding and setting tuition 

rates, and RCS relies on the principles from 

Christian School Management, CSM.  The 

following link opens the page for our  new 

tuition and fees schedule.  If you have any 

questions about the rate increase, please 

reach out to me directly. 

https://christianschoolmanagement.org/christian-finances-the-ox-principle/
https://www.rainierchristian.org/tuition.html
https://www.rainierchristian.org/tuition.html
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During last month’s executive session, the board motioned to continue study about 

relocating the middle school to high school for the 2021-22 school year.  

A final decision is scheduled for the February 23 executive session.  Anyone with a comment or 

question must contact the board prior to February 23. The board’s email is the easiest way to 

reach them: rcs.board@rainierchristian.org. Please join me in thanking the board for their 

tremendous behind-the-scenes efforts and generous giving to support of the ministry of Rainier 

Christian Schools. 

 

 Following the cheerleader-like spirit for the Board of Directors, let’s dust off the pom 

poms and celebrate the return of athletics! After multiple changes to WA State’s reopening 

metrics, educational-base athletics gets a green light to return to practices and league play. 

Rainier Christian School Athletics 

 Season 1 window ends 
March 20 

Season 2 window*  
ends May 1 

Season 3 window*  
ends June 12 

High 
School 

Football-Feb 1  

Volleyball-Feb 8 

Cross Country-Feb 8 

 

Fast Pitch-March 15 

Girls Basketball-April 26 

Boys Basketball-April 26 

Cheerleading-April 26 

Middle 
School 

Coed Soccer-Feb 8 

Volleyball-Feb 8 

 Cheerleading-April 26 

Girls Basketball-April 12 

Boys Basketball-May 10 

*Subject to COVID reopening data/metrics 

Rainier Christian Schools 

Board of Directors 

2020-2021 

mailto:rcs.board@rainierchristian.org
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With the sport’s season returning, RCS welcomes our new Athletic Director, Marcus 

Johnson. Marcus steps aboard on February 1, and will set up his offices 

at the high school and middle school. Marcus coaches the boys’ 

basketball team and right before COVID began last year, he took the 

Mustangs to state-level competition. Marcus provided a brief 

introduction, copied here: 

Hello everyone, my name is Marcus Johnson and I am the new Athletic Director for RCS. 

First, I would like to thank Mr. Kelly for this opportunity and express how excited I am to be 

working alongside the coaches and athletes of Rainer Christian Schools.  

As Athletic Director I have two primary goals. The first is to support the coaches, so they can 

effectively lead their athletes. The second is 

to encourage athletic pride and authentic 

faith in the RCS athletes. There are several 

things that I need to learn, especially in 

times like these, but I’m looking forward to 

the challenge and experience. 

   Marcus Johnson 

Rainier Christian Schools values athletics as a platform for Christian discipleship, 

sportsmanship, teamwork, managing disappointment, and winning 

graciously. I am thrilled to have Marcus join the Rainier Christian staff 

and excited to see the return of athletics for students and coaches. 

Go Mustangs! 
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As Mustang parents, there are new volunteer opportunities to fulfill the 15-hour 

requirement in less than one day. Simply sign up through the appropriate link below. 

Garage Sale Sign-Up Form                       Fireworks Security Detail Sign-Up Form 

For the garage sale 

option, pick a sunny 

Saturday and sell your 

unwanted belongings from 8:00am -1:00pm.  

All proceeds flow toward our financial-aid program with 10% directed to Seattle’s Union Gospel 

Mission or a charity of your choice. The firework’s security detail is an overnight shift from 

10pm to 6am. If neither of those options fit, the monthly prayer meeting fulfills the 

requirement in half-hour increments. Use the following link to access the next meeting, Prayer 

Meeting February 9 at 6:30pm via Zoom. 

 Staying In a spirit of prayer, the following passages from Matthew 6:25-27; 31-33, and 

Romans 14:17 unpack liberating truth about staying grounded during a season of uncertainty. 

The counsel from Jesus’ is as fitting today as it was in the first century. 

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your 

body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at 

the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly 

Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by 

worrying add a single hour to your life?  

So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 

wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 

need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given 

to you as well.” 

 
Later on,  the Apostle Paul’s touched on Jesus’ words in Romans 14:17. 
 

https://form.jotform.com/203657084488062
https://form.jotform.com/203656883444060
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75826041680?pwd=VEtINnFIZUJhVjF4aU9xNloxY2xIUT09.
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75826041680?pwd=VEtINnFIZUJhVjF4aU9xNloxY2xIUT09.
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17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace, 

and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

 
Throughout life, we face choices, often in A or B form. For example, should I attend this 

school or that one, take this job or the one in Fairbanks, and other non-trivial scenarios. On our 

own, the decision-making process can unnecessarily drain us. Recently, I faced a tough, A-or-B-

type dilemma and the mental/emotional wrestling match lasted several days. The “aha” 

moment arrived while reading verse 33. Instead of wrangling against an A-or-B option, seeking 

God’s kingdom first reset a biblical perspective. My pastor gleaned additional wisdom on this 

subject from the verse in Romans. He explained, “When we seek God’s kingdom first, a holy 

exchange of doing the right thing, deep joy, and heaven-sent peace merges with our spirit.” The 

exchange settles our soul and provides assurance that we are moving with God’s purposes.        

I trust the reminder offers a lift to someone else working through a tough decision. May God 

bless you and thank you again for choosing Rainier Christian Schools.  

My best, 

Bruce Kelly  
 
 
 

 
president, Rainier Christian Schools 

 

https://www.facebook.com/RainierChristianSchools/posts/3368313899889566?notif_id=1604114189783139&notif_t=page_post_reaction&ref=notif
https://www.linkedin.com/school/rainier-christian-schools/

